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Three Genres

Who guides the sequence of learning activities?
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Four “As-Yet Intractable Dilemmas” 

Curse of the Familiar

Trap of Routine Assessment

EdTech Matthew Effect

Toxic Power of Data and Experiments3



Curse of the Familiar
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Curse of the Familiar

Digitizing 
Existing 

Routines
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Curse of the Familiar

Rejecting
Novel

Approaches
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George Siemens

Stephen Downes
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Start with the familiar 
then go new places

Cultivate professional
communities 
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Start with the familiar 
then go new places

Cultivate professional
communities 
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