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Course Description

If the twentieth century was the century of physics, the twenty-first has become the
century of biology. This subject examines the cultural, political, and economic
dimensions of biology in the age of genomics, biotechnological enterprise, biodiversity
conservation, pharmaceutical bioprospecting, synthetic biology, global pandemic, and
more. Although we examine such social concerns as genetic modification and
reproductive rights, this is not a class in bioethics, but rather an anthropological
inquiry into how the substances and explanations of biology — increasingly cellular,
molecular, genetic, viral, and informatic — are changing, and with them broader
ideas about the relationship between “nature” and “culture.” Looking at such scientific
forms as cell lines, CRISPR, and epidemiological models, and drawing upon primary
sources in biology, social studies of the life sciences, and literary and cinematic
materials, we rephrase Erwin Schrodinger's famous 1944 question, “What Is Life?” to
ask, in the 2000s, “What Is Life Becoming?”
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Pay Attention to Power. Who has it, and how is it used? Who doesn’t
have it, and how does it matter? '

Pollock, Anne. Sickening: Anti-Black Racism and Health Disparities in the United States. University of Minnesota Press,
2021. © University of Minnesota Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license.
For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/fag-fair-use/.



https://mitocw.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/4414756000539-What-is-the-Code-of-Best-Practices-in-Fair-Use-for-OpenCourseWare-

- -
Academics About People Special Projects Lectures, Seminars & Symposiums News Events Illll

David Shane Lowry

Distinguished Fellow
Member of the Lumbee Tribe

David Shane Lowry is the Distinguished Fellow in Native American Studi n tr

David s leading a new conversation at MIT about the responsibliities of MIT (and © Massachusetts Institute of Technology. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative

science/technology education, more generally) in the theft of American Indian |and and e T T o T N e i e ]

the dismantling of American Indian health and community. Since 2013, David has
lectured across the United States - roles in which he has become well versed in
conversations at the intersection of race, (health) science & popular culture. His first
book, titled Lumbee Pipeline nder contract with University of Nebraska Press),
explores American Indian utilization of colonial conditions to create opportunities that
are both uplifting and oppressive. His second book, titled Black Jesus, is an
ethnography of Michael Jordan. It began when David realized that he and Jordan
shared the same anthropology advisor at UNC ... 23 years apart. David was a
undergraduate at MIT. During those years, he led AISES (American Indian Science &
Engineering Society) and OMESAC (the Office of Minority Education Student Advisory
Committee). He is always looking for a pick-up basketball game.
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