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Condense Several Citations into One or a Few Paragraphs 

‹ Common problem: over-summarizing 

‹ Okay if you are writing an analytical paper 

‹ But will make your research paper lose focus... 

‹ Boil down multiple articles to a single sentence or paragraph 
(multiple citations in parentheses). 

‹ Example: Prior studies have shown that American voters were not 
competent in assessing the performance of incumbent politicians 
(Huber, Hill, an Lenz 2012; Achen and Bartels 2017; Matthew et al. 
2020) 
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Example: Lenz 2009 

Lenz, Gabriel S. "Learning and Opinion Change, Not Priming: Reconsidering the Priming Hypothesis." American Journal of Political Science 53, no. 4 (2009): 821–37. © Wiley-Blackwell for the Midwest 
Political Science Association (United States). All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Example: Mason 2015 

Mason, Lilliana. "'I Disrespectfully Agree': The Differential Effects of Partisan Sorting on Social and Issue Polarization." American Journal of Political Science 59, no. 1 (2015): 128–45. © 
Wiley-Blackwell for the Midwest Political Science Association (United States). All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, 
see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Example: Mason 2015 Cont. 

Mason, Lilliana. "'I Disrespectfully Agree': The Differential Effects of Partisan Sorting on Social and Issue Polarization." American Journal of Political Science 59, no. 1 (2015): 128–45. © Wiley-
Blackwell for the Midwest Political Science Association (United States). All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, 
see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Bartels 1996 (If you prefer old-fashioned clarity and concision) 

Bartels, Larry M. "Uninformed Votes: Information Effects in Presidential Elections." American Journal of Political Science 40, no. 1 (1996): 194–230. © Wiley-Blackwell for the Midwest Political Science 
Association (United States). All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Bartels 1996 (If you prefer old-fashioned clarity and concision) 
Cont. 

Bartels, Larry M. "Uninformed Votes: Information Effects in Presidential Elections." American Journal of Political Science 40, no. 1 (1996): 194–230. © Wiley-Blackwell for the Midwest Political 
Science Association (United States). All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 

9 

https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use


Summarize Academic Debate 

and then Choose a Side 
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Example:Hetherington 2009 

Hetherington, Marc J. "Review Article: Putting Polarization in Perspective." British Journal of Political Science 39, no. 2 (2009) 413–48. © Cambridge University Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from 
our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Political Science Research 101 
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Academic Sources 

‹ You are encouraged to cite credible academic/scholarly sources 

‹ Scholarly articles are often published in political science academic 

journals or monographs 

‹ Journal articles are quite different from research-oriented outlets. 

‹ Why scholarly works? 

‹ When navigating the journal articles, focus on main thesis and 
arguments of the authors. You may skip the formal model or data 
analysis section. 
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A Work Flow Might Save You Tons of Time! 

‹ Topic - Articles and Book Chapters in Syllabus - Look at the 
References Section - Articles XYZ Look Relevant - Read Those 
Articles and Repeat Step 2 
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List of Top Political Science Journal 

‹ You are by no means required to cite articles from these journals! 

‹ Flagship 
‹ American Political Science Review 

‹ American Journal of Political Science 

‹ Journal of Politics 

‹ British Journal of Political Science 

‹ Quarterly Journal of Political Science 

‹ Institution 
‹ Legislative Studies Quarterly 

‹ State Politics & Policy Quarterly 

‹ Presidential Studies Quarterly 

‹ Behavior 
‹ Political Psychology 

‹ Political Behavior 

‹ Political Communication 

‹ Public Opinion Quarterly 
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