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Grimmer 2013 

• Home style → communication style 

• Two ways of developing a home style: credit claiming and position 
taking (also honorary) 

• Measuring Senators’ home styles: press releases from 2005-2007 
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Senators’ Press Releases 

• Senator Warren (D-Mass.)’s Press Release: 
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Grimmer 2013 

• Used a Bayesian statistical model to find out some potential topics 

• Compute the proportion of press releases senators allocate to each of 
the topics. 

• Whether individual senator prioritized credit claiming over position 
taking. 
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Press Release Topics 

Grimmer, Justin. "Appropriators not Position Takers: The Distorting Effects of Electoral Incentives on Congressional Representation." American 
Journal of Political Science 57, no. 3 (2013): 624–42. © Wiley-Blackwell for the Midwest Political Science Association (United States). All rights 
reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Press Release Topics Cont. 
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Research Questions 

• What explains Senators’ homestyles? 

• Under what conditions Senators would spend more time and energy 
one of two communication strategies? 

• What are the consequences? 

9 



10 

Electoral Marginality and Senators’ Communication Styles 

• Using two-party vote share (%GOP) to measure the state 
partisanship 

• Party was not doing well in the last Presidential election → More 
credit claiming. 



Electoral Marginality and Senators’ Communication Styles 

Grimmer, Justin. "Appropriators not Position Takers: The Distorting Effects of Electoral Incentives on Congressional Representation." American 
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Consequences of Position Taking 

Grimmer, Justin. "Appropriators not Position Takers: The Distorting Effects of Electoral Incentives on Congressional Representation." American Journal of 
Political Science 57, no. 3 (2013): 624–42. © Wiley-Blackwell for the Midwest Political Science Association (United States). All rights reserved. This content 12 
is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Remaining Question 

• What about homestyles of House members? 
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Communication Style of House Members 

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more 
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Communication Style of House Members 

© Source unknown. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For 
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Pivotal Politics 



Pivotal Politics 

• Why are gridlocks so common? 

• Supermajoritarian rule: Senatorial filibuster pivot and Presidential 
veto pivot 

• Not inherently partisan, but why do we still talk about partisan 
polarization in Congress today? 
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McCarty 2018 

• Polarization changes the distribution of legislators’ policy preferences 
(ideal points). Legislators ideal points become more spreadout. 

• Polarization also widens the gridlock interval. 
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McCarty 2018 

Krehbiel, Keith. “A Theory.” Chapter 2 in Pivotal Politics: A Theory of U.S. Lawmaking. University of Chicago Press, 1998. © University of Chicago Press. All 
rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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