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Overview 

1. Readings 

Dahl, “How Democratic Is the American Constitution?” 

Pope and Treier, “Voting for a Founding: Testing the Effect of 
Economic Interests at the Federal Convention of 1787” 

Klarman, “The Constitution as a Coup against the Public 
Opinion” 
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Readings 
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Dahl, “How Democratic Is the American Constitution?” 

1. Slavery 

2. Suffrage 

3. Electoral college 

4. Selection of senators for 6-year terms by state legislators 

5. Equal representation in the Senate 

6. Judicial power over the legislative process 

7. Limits on Congressional authority 
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Pope and Treier, “Voting for a Founding” 

Political ideology in one dimension: 

liberal conservative 

5 



 

Pope and Treier, “Voting for a Founding”
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Pope and Treier, “Voting for a Founding” 

Dimensions of conflict at the Constitutional Convention: 

1. Representation (equal → proportional) 

2. Balance of power within government (Congress → President) 

3. Federalism (states’ rights → centralization) 
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Pope and Treier, “Voting for a Founding” 

Pope, Jeremy C., and Shawn Treier. “Voting for a Founding: Testing the Effect of Economic Interests at the Federal Convention of 1787.” Journal of Politics 
77, no. 2 (2015): 519–34. © University of Chicago Press. All rights reserved. This content is excluded from our Creative Commons license. For more 
information, see https://ocw.mit.edu/help/faq-fair-use/. 
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Pope and Treier, “Voting for a Founding” 

“It was an economic document drawn with superb skill by men 
whose property interests were immediately at stake” (Beard 1913). 

Equal 
Representation 

Proportional 

Congress 
Balance of power 

President 

Federalism 
States National 
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Pope and Treier, “Voting for a Founding” 

“It was an economic document drawn with superb skill by men 
whose property interests were immediately at stake” (Beard 1913). 

Farmers 
Equal 

Representation Merchants 
Proportional 

Congress 
Balance of power 

President 

Federalism 
States National 
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Pope and Treier, “Voting for a Founding” 

“It was an economic document drawn with superb skill by men 
whose property interests were immediately at stake” (Beard 1913). 

Farmers 
Equal 

Representation Merchants 
Proportional 

Far from trade/coasts 
Congress 

Balance of power Close to trade/coasts 
President 

Federalism 
States National 
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Pope and Treier, “Voting for a Founding” 

“It was an economic document drawn with superb skill by men 
whose property interests were immediately at stake” (Beard 1913). 

Farmers 
Equal 

Representation Merchants 
Proportional 

Far from trade/coasts 
Congress 

Balance of power Close to trade/coasts 
President 

Rural Federalism Urban 

States National 
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Klarman, “The Constitution as a Coup against the Public Opinion”

Nationalist:

• Greater Congressional control over taxation, military, interstate
and foreign commerce

• Necessary and Proper Clause: gave Congress implied powers
beyond enumerated powers

• Supremacy Clause: theoretical statement and practical means
of enforcing federal supremacy over the states

Antipopulist:

• Longer terms for federal officeholders

• Indirect elections: judges, Senators

• Small House → large constituencies
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Klarman, “The Constitution as a Coup against the Public Opinion” 

How did this happen? 

• Elite delegates 

• Antifederalists declined to attend/le t early 

• Electoral geography 

Thus, initial inequalities became enshrined in institutions. 
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